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OKLAHOMA 48 Qj 


Bulldogs win. Smash-mouth gave way to video-game football in the Dawgs' overtime win. Now, they'll play for a national title. HYOSUB SHIN / HSHIN@AJC.COM 


After second-half surge, Georgia triumphs in overtime, 
secures trip to national championship game in Atlanta 


Jeff Schultz 
My Opinion 


of the SEC. 


ning game could carry it to something 
special took a bit of a detour in the 
Rose Bowl. Smash-mouth gave way 
to video-game football, the kind of 
we’ll-just-outscore-you-and-win-on- 

the-last play type of football that got 
Oklahoma to the playoffs but led to 
smug mocking by those in the world 


But the Bulldogs acclimated. They 
were run over for touchdowns on 


48 


all wrong. 


Oklahoma’s first three possessions, 


PASADENA, CALIF. — It was a Big 12 
kind of game. It was a Georgia kind 
of finish. 

The team that entered the season 
believing defense and a strong run- 


ATLANTA'S DEEP FREEZE 


No relief in sight as Atlanta endures 


rallied from a 31-14 deficit with 24 con- 
secutive points while taking the lead, 
coughed it back up, then ultimately 
won in double overtime because of — 
tada! — defense, a special-teams play, 


and a great run. 

Georgia held Oklahoma out of the 
end zone in two overtime possessions, 
Lorenzo Carter blocked a 27-yard 
field-goal attempt in the second OT 
and Sony Michel broke loose for a 
27-yard touchdown run. 

Final score: Georgia 54, Oklahoma 


It was fun. It was chaotic. It was 
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coldest New Year’s Day in 41 years 


By Eric Stirgus 
estirgus@ajc.com 


Metro Atlantans awakened to the coldest New 
Year’s Day temperatures in these parts in more 
than 40 years, and it won’t get much warmer today. 

The Channel 2 Action News forecast today’s low 
at 15 degrees, with lows of 18 on Friday and 20 on 
Saturday. 

Channel 2 meteorologist Brad Nitz said this morn- 
ing will bring “some sub-zero wind chills to start 
the day.” The high may rise above freezing, he said. 

For many Atlantans, Monday’s freeze was an easy 
reason to stay indoors for the holiday. The tempera- 
ture at midday Monday was 20, up from a morning 
low of 18. And a biting wind made it feel as if sin- 
gle-digit temperatures were pummeling your face. 

The deep freeze is the worst on New Year’s since 
1977, when the temperature was a frigid 11 degrees, 


Bradley Thomas and his son, Briland, 5, stand near 
a water fountain that is frozen due to frigid low 


temperatures in Marietta Square on New Year's 
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SPORTS, C3 
Why the Falcons made 
it back to the playoffs 


The team made it to the playoffs 
for the second consecutive 
season for the second time in 
franchise history. 


Day. CONTRIBUTED BY BRANDEN CAMP 


METRO, B1 
Fakedebtschemenets 
people over $200,000 


Hundreds of people paid two 
Georgia residents hundreds 
of dollars to avoid a phony 


summons, court documents say. 


COMPLETE COVERAGE IN SPORTS 
» Mark Bradley looks at why this win 
is so sweet for the Bulldogs, C1 


AT THE GOLD DOME 


OWN UGA HISTORY! 

Want your own collectible to 
mark UGA’s title run? Visit the 
AJC store to buy your piece of 
UGA history at store.ajc.com 
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Rural Georgia finally gets 
the Legislature’s attention 


Proposals include 
residential incentives, 
internet subsidies. 


By Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


Devastated by job losses, plant 
closings and population declines, 
rural Georgia communities are 
struggling to survive. 

Those left behind face few job 
prospects in half-empty towns. 

After decades of neglect, Geor- 
gia’s legislators say this is the year 
they’ll wield the government’s 
power to revitalize large swaths 
of the state that haven’t benefited 
from metro Atlanta’s prosperity. 

Leaders of the Georgia House 
of Representatives recently pro- 


NATION & WORLD, A3 
lranprotestersdareto 
defy growing crackdown 


Since the protests began five days 
ago, at least 12 people have been 
killed in clashes with security forces, 
according to state television. 


posed a sweeping plan to pay peo- 
ple to move to the country, sub- 
sidize internet connections, sup- 
port small hospitals and expand 
business opportunities. 

It won’t be easy or inexpen- 
sive. Skeptics question whether 
it’s even possible to reverse long- 
term economic trends that have 
drained talent and money from 
rural areas. 

But state lawmakers believe 
they can make a difference. 

“What we’re doing right now 
isn’t working,” said state Rep. Sam 
Watson, a farmer and Republican 
legislator from Moultrie. “Every- 
thing is on the table. We’ve got 
to try.” 

Business costs for Watson’s 500- 
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